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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY. 



December. 2, 1837. A General Meeting of the Society was held this day ; 
the Right Hon. the President of the Society in the Chair. 

Donations were presented; and thanks returned to the respective 
donors. 

A letter from James Prinsbp, Esq., Secretary to the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal, dated the 14th of June last, was read, expressive of the thanks 
of that Society for the endeavours which the Council of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, and the Committee of the Oriental Translation Fund, had made to 
promote the success of the Memorial of the Bengal Society to the Home 
Authorities, on the subject of the withdrawal of the Government patronage 
and support in the publication of Oriental works of standard merit. 

Read the translation of a letter from Professor Gesrnius, dated 
Halle, .list of May, 18.17, expressing his obligations to tho Society for the 
assistance it had afforded him in collecting materials for his illustrations of 
Phceniciun Inscriptions ; and stating, that as a mark of tho high estima- 
tion in which ho held the Society for its encouragement of Oriental Litera- 
ture, he had taken the liberty to dedicate his work to it, jointly with the 
Prussian Royal Academy of Literature. 

Roiiert Wallace, Esq., was elected a Resident Member of the 
Society. 

William Nbwniiam, Esq., read to the Meeting an extract from the 
private Journal of Lieutenant H. Dawson, R. N., describing a remark- 
able phonomonon, called the " White Sea," observed by him in a voyage 
from Bombay to the Persian Gulf. 

Henry Wilkinson, Esq., read a paper on the History of the Invention 
of Gunpowder. 

The thanks of the Society were returned to Mr. Newnham and Mr. 
Wilkinson for their communications. 
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Decemubr 10, 1837. Professor Wilson, tho Director of the Society, 

in the Chair. 

Solomon C/ksar Malan, Esq., was elected a Resident Member. 

H. Wilkinson, Esq., read to the Mooting a paper on the Manufacture 
of Gunpowder; and tho thanks of the Society wero returned to him for 
the same. 



January 0, 1938. Tho Director of the Society in the Chair. 

The Right Rev. Daniel Wilson, D.D., Lord Bishop of Calcutta, was 
elected a Non-resident Member. 

Thomas Fox, Esq. and Lieutenant-General W. Thornton, were 
elected Resident Members. 

The Director read a letter which had been addressed to him by John 
Siiakespbar, Esq., and which accompanied a translation of a remarkable 
Inscription in the Collection of tho Society, in Arabic characters, curiously 
contorted, and written with a Chiucso pencil. 

Read an extract of a letter communicated by Sir Charles Foruks, 
from Lieutenant Gborge Fulljambs, of the Bombay Army, dated the 
1st of Juno, 18315, describing some collections of fossil remains, &c, which 
ho had procured in the island of l'criui. 

A paper on the Antc-Brahmanical Worship of tho Hindus in tho 
Dekhan, by Dr. John Stevenson, was read, together with a note on the 
some by Dr. Wilson. 

A letter from II. Weeks, Esq. was read, announcing that tho bust of 
the late H. T. Colebrooke, Esq., Director of tho Society, was completed 
under the superintendence of Sir Francis Chantrey. 



January 20, 1838. The Director of the Society in tho Chair. 

Tho Chairman informed the Members present that tho Meeting was 
made special, for the purpose of receiving tho Report of a Finance Com- 
mittee, assembled by order of the Council ; and for tho purpose of proposing 
alterations in Articles XLVII. and LIU. of the Society's Regulations. 

Tho Report of the Finance Committee, held on the 12th of July last, 
was then read ; and the following Propositions wero put to the Meeting, and 
carried unanimously:— 

1. That in tho XLVIIth Article of the Regulations of the Society, 
in place of the words, "Upon election, by the payment of," the follow- 
ing bo substituted, — namely, "Upon election, in lieu of annual sub- 
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scriptions, by the payment of;" and that in the two next lines, the 
words " twenty-Ave" and " twenty," bo substituted for " twenty" and 
" fifteen." 

2. That the following clauses be added to Article LIII. :— "If the 
arrears bo not discharged by the 1st of January following such appli- 
cation, the Subscriber's name us a defaulter shall be suspended in the 
meeting-room, and duo notice be given him of the same. The name 
shall remain thus suspended, unless in the interval the arrears be 
discharged, until the Anniversary Meeting next ensuing; when, if the 
subscription be not paid, it shall be publicly announced that the 
defaulter is no longer a Member of tho Society, and the reason shall be 
assigned." 

John Bowman, Esq., was elected a Non-resident Member. 

Gideon Colquhoun, Esq., was elected a Resident Member. 

A letter from B. II. Hodoson, Esq., dated from Nepal, on tho Gauri 
Gnu of tho Saul Forest, was rend ; and thanks were ordered to be returned 
for the communication. 



February 3, 1838. Tho Right Hon. the Pkbsident of tho Society 
in the Chair. 

Read a lottor from D. Formes, Esq., explanatory of the contents of a 
Persian MS., which he had presonted to tho Society. 

A paper by Lieutenant Postans, on tho Kanphatis of Cutch, was 
read. 

A Dissertation on tho Ruins of Giirali, in Kattywor, by Captain 
Jacob, was read. 

Henry Layer, Esq., was elected a Resident Member. 



February 17, 1838. William B. Baylby, Esq. in the Chair. 

Colonel Briqos read extracts from a Biographical Nolico, which ho 
had drawn up from various authorities, of the Sherlcy Family, two of whom 
had resided at the Court of Persia at the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, and had been Ambassadors to England from Shah Abbas. 

During tho reading of theso extracts Colonel Briggs drew the attention 
of the Meeting to two portraits of Sir Anthony and Sir Robert Sherlcy, a 
bust of the former, and a portrait of the Lady Thcresia, wife of the latter; 
and stated that they were the property of Loud Western, who had most 
liborally been at tho expense of sending them from his seat in Essex, on 
purpose for exhibition to the Society on that day. 

b 2 
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It was moved, seconded, and carried unanimously,— 

That the best thanks of the Meeting bo conveyed to Loan Wes- 
tern for his kindness ; and that to give oilier Members an opportunity 
of seeing the pictures and bust, his Lordship be requested to allow 
them to remain in the Society's rooms till after the next Meeting. 
Also, 

That the thanks of the Meeting bo given to Colonel Biuogs, for 
the Memoir ho had just read. 



March 3, 1838. The Director of the Society in the Chair. 

Among tho donations were the Despatches, Minutes, &c, of the Mar- 
quis Wellksley, Ave volumes 8vo., presented by the Marquis; for which 
tho special thanks of the Society were ordered to be returned. 

Professor Roylb read a paper on tho subject of some Indian Drugs. 

Mr. Nonius, the Assistant Secretary, read some notes which he had 
made on certain Batta MSS., exhibited to the Meeting. 

The Right Hon. Sir Charles Edward Grey, M. P., was elected a 
Resident Member. 

Likutknant-Colonbl Shiul and Mirza Salih, wcro elected Corre- 
sponding Members. 



March 17, 1838. The Right Hon. the President of the Society 
in the Chair. 

Professor AVilson read the first part of on account of tho Foe Kue 
Ki, or Travels of a Chinese Buddhist priest in India, at the close of the 
fourth century of the Christian era, translated into French by M. Remusat. 



April 7, 1838. Tho Right Hon. tho President of the Society 
in the Chair. 

Read a letter from Major Rawlinson, dated at Teheran, the 1st of 
January ult., on the subject of his Antiquarian Researches in Persia. 

Professor Roylb read some extracts from communications be bad 
recently received from Dr. Spry, in Bengal, relative to the cultivation of 
Caoutchouc in India, for the homo market; and also, to tho cultivation of 
Tea in Assam. 

The Director of tho Society concluded the reading of his paper on 
tho Travels of the Chinese Buddhist Priest, commenced at the preceding 
meeting. 
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Captain Sir John Ross, R.N. ; Sir Henry Willoughby, Bart. ; 
and Charles Foriiks. Esq., were elected Resident Members. 

The Right Hon. the President addressed (through D. Urquhart, 
Esq.) tho Turkish Ambassador, who was present at this meeting, ond 
suggested that His Highness tho Sultan bo proposed to the Society for 
election as an Honorary Member. 

Tho Ambassador replied, that he should be happy to convey to his 
master, the Sultan, an intimation of the intention of tho Society; but 
requested that tho proposition of the President should not be carried into 
effect till an answer had been received from tho Sultan. 



April 81, 1838. The Director of tho Society in the Chair. 

Captain George Edward Wkstmacott, and Thomas Samuel 
Rawson, Esq., were elected Resident Members. 

Lieutenant E. W. Cartwrioht, was elected a Non-Resident 
Member. 

Major Rawlinson was elected a Corresponding Member. 

Professor Roylb read a paper explanatory of various specimens of 
Indian produce, consisting of seeds, gums, silks, cordage, &c, which had 
been transmitted to the Society from Bengal in furtherance of the objects 
of the Committee of Agriculture and Commerce He also produced some 
drawings of various specimens of fish, reptiles, and mollusca, obtained by 
Dr. Cantor in tho north-eastern part of the Bay of Bengal. 



May 12, 1838. The Fifteenth Anniversary Meeting of tho Society took 
place this day at one o'clock, the Right Hon. the President in tho 
Chair. 

E. J. Harrington, Esq.; tho Rev. J. Reynolds; Major C. P. 
Kennedy ; and J. D. Nicol, Esq., were elected Resident Members. 

Munmohundass Davidass, and Aga Mahomed Japfeh, were elected 
Non- Resident Members. 

THE ANNUAL REPORT 
of tho Council was read by tho Honorary Secretary, as follows : — 

It is customary to draw tho attention of the Society, at our Anniversary 
Meetings, to its actual condition as compared with that of the former year; 
and the alterations produced by casualties, or accession of numbers, usually 
form the first topic for consideration. 

It is a melancholy task at all times to advert to the changes which death 
annually effects ; but this duty on the present occasion is rendered par- 
ticulnrly so, when we reflect that the Society, since tho last Anniversary 
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has beoil deprived of its late Most Gracious Patron, and the nation of a 
Sovkreion, who was as deeply lamented as ho was universally beloved. 
While the Society, however, has to lamont the bereavement it has thus 
suffered, it is a source of consolation that hor present Majbsty, tho muni- 
ficent supporter of every Institution in which public utility is apparent, has 
been graciously pleased to signify her assent to becomo tho Patroness of 
the Society. 

With respect to tho casualties among our Members, it is satisfactory to 
find that tho number is smaller than tho avorago of years. They ore, 

William Camac, Esq. W. A. Morgan, Esq. 

William Dnniell, Esq. Major-General J. Salmon J, 

George Frasor, Esq. Major Charles Stewart, 

Sir Abraham Hume, Bart. John Stuart Sullivan, Esq. 

Colonel James Michael, The ttev. Dr. Samuel Watson. 

Among theso tho Council will advert only to two or throe of thoso who 
have been most distinguished through life. 

Major-General Salmond, though not an Oriental scholar, is known to 
the Society for his long and faithful public services. Ho went out to India 
as a cadet in tho year 1781 ; and served with credit in tho Mysore war in 
1792. He came back to England on furlough in 1704 ; and assisted in tho 
formation of those regulations which remodelled tho whole Indian army in 
1796, and by which it has been ever siuco in a great measure governed. 
On his again proceeding to India, ho became Military Secretary to Mar- 
quess Wollosley, then Governor-General; and subsequently fdlcd tho 
important oflice of Military-Auditor-General in Bengal. Ho returned to 
England in 1803; and had retired from public life, when his services woro 
again put in requisition, and ho was nominated Military Secretary to the 
East India Company in 1809. This situation ho filled with credit to him- 
self for twenty-eight years, and with such satisfaction to his employers, that 
on his retirement a low months ago, tho Honourable tho Court of Directors 
presented him with a picco of plato of tho value of 600/. 

Thus, after a lengthened period of fifty-six yours of almost unremitted 
exertions, he withdrew from oflice full of years ; and carried with him into 
private life tho respect of his honourable masters, and the esteem of his 
acquaintances. Ho was not, however, permitted long to enjoy this change, 
for he had scarcely retired from his olliuial labours beforo ho sank into tho 
grave. 

Mr. William Danikll, a distinguished Member of the Koyal Academy, 
will bo remembered with regret by those who havo admired the brilliancy 
with which he pourtrayed tho features of Oriental scenery, and the manners 
and customs of the natives of India. He had lately published a prospectus 
of a new edition of his uncle's well-known labours in tho samo field, when 
his sudden demise prevented tho completion of a work, which would no 
doubt havo added reputation to the memory of both these eminent artists, 
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Major Ciiaut.es Stewart, at an early period, executed a very important 
task in the excellent Catalogue he furnished of the library of Tipti Sultan, 
comprising a number of MSS. in the Arabic, Persian, and Hindustani 
languages. His Collection of Persian Letters, with fac-similes; and his 
Analysis of the several Alphabets used in Persian and Arabic writing, are 
valuable to the student in those tongues ; while the History of Bengal, and 
the translation of other Persian works, concur to give Major Stowart a 
distinguished place among Oriental scholars. 

In tho death of Dr. Rosen, who, by a protracted residence in this coun- 
try, and habits of friendly intercourse with many of our Members, had 
become intimately known to most of us, and was consequently as highly 
regarded for his amiable manners as admired for his extensive acquire- 
ments, tho Society, as well as Oriental literature, has suffered an irreparable 
loss. Dr. Rosen performed gratuitously the duties of Foreign Secretary to 
the Society, and took an active personal interest in all its proceedings. Ho 
was a Member of tho Oriental Translation Committee, as well as a most 
valuable contributor to the publications of the Oriental Translation Fund. 
In 1831, he edited and translated into English the Arabic work on Algebra, 
of Mohammed ben Musa ; but this, however difficult a task, was but a 
diversion from tho greater labour which he had undertaken, the translation 
of the Rig Veda from Sanskrit into Latin ; and its publication under the 
patronage of the Committee. The text of tho first portion of this curious 
and ancient work he lived to complete; and he had also prepared and 
printed a number of learned Notes, illustrative chiefly of the philological 
peculiarities of the text, when his labours were cut short by his unexpected 
death, — an event ascribable, in a great degree, to his indefatigable devotion 
to his literary pursuits. He died young ; but his first and last works, the 
Radices Sanserifs;, published at Berlin in 1887, and the first book of the 
Rig Veda, which will shortly be made public, must ever secure to him a 
foremost place amongst Sanskrit scholars. A monument has been erected 
over his grave by his English admirers ; and o bust, executed at tho expense 
chiefly of his countrymen who are in England, has been presented by them 
to his friends on the Continent. 

Among other losses which tho republic of letters has sustained during 
tho past year, we must not omit to notice that of tho Baron De Sacv, as 
a scholar confessedly at tho head of one of those departments of literature 
which it is the province of this Society to promote. In tho language and 
literature of Arabia the Baron Do Sucy has for nearly fifty years been con- 
sidered us tho first of European scholars ; and his attainments have excited 
the surprise and admiration even of the natives of the East. Called at an 
early period to the Chair of Arabic in the Institute of France, he has also 
provided for students in every country, in his profound and comprehensive 
Grammar, and his well-selected and judiciously-illustrated Chrestomathic, 
the means of becoming conversant with that diflicult language. He has 
also aided most essentially the acquirement of both Arabic and Persian 
literaturo by his masterly criticisms and comments in tho " Journal des 
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Savons," and other periodical publications ; and liy tho valuable works 
which he from time to time edited, translated, or illustrated, — as the 
" Miihamnt Hariri," tho " Pand Nama of Fcrid-cddin Attar," the " Kalila va 
Diinnii,"nnd tho " AlAyya,". which last was published at the expense of the 
Oriental Translation Fund, and which is a monument of editorial acumen 
and profound erudition. 

Hnron De Sacy was, however, not only an Orientalist, but a scholar of 
varied acquirement and extensive research, as displayed in his Memoir on 
the Antiquities of Persia, in which he has afforded a key to the perusal of 
l'nlilovi inscriptions; and his introductory dissertation to the Kalila va Dimna, 
wherein ho has traced the literary history of the most widely diffused collec- 
tion of Apologues in the world, — the Fables of Pilpai, — through all tho 
languages into which it had been translated, with singular erudition and 
success. His place will not soon bo supplied; but ho has died in the ful- 
ness of years, as well as of reputation. 

Having made theso fow remarks on those Members of whom wo have 
been deprived by death, the Council turn to the pleasing task of considering 
the actual condition of our numbers. At tho Special General Meeting 
which took place on tho 20th of January last, it was stated that our annual 
average loss in members was usually made up by tho addition of new ones. 
This included Non-Resident Members, who for the most part compound on 
their election. Correctly speaking, therefore, although our casualties have 
exhibited an average of twenty ; yet tho increase of Resident Members, 
contributing iinnually, has not exceeded eighteen: so that in reality wo 
have hitherto experienced, on an uvcrngo, a diminution of two contributing 
Members yearly. In tho present year, however, it is satisfactory to find 
that tho loss we have sustained by death has not exceeded eleven in number, 
and by resignation only six, — in all seventeen ; while we have had an acces- 
sion of twenty-fivo Resident Members, and eight Non-Rcsidcnt, who liavo 
paid composition ; producing, instead of any diminution, an actual addition 
of 32<l/. 9s. to the income of the Society for this year. Besides the Members 
contributing to tho funds of tho Society, tho claims of other individuals 
to be enrolled on our list, have extended to seven Corresponding, and two 
Foreign Members, all of whom have distinguished themselves by their 
exertions to promote the objects of the Institution ; and may, therefore, bo 
calculated on as an addition of strength. 

The following exhibits tho actual condition of the Society in point of 
Members : — 

Resident Members, contributing to the Funds of tho Society 217 
Resident Members who have compounded - - - lfi2 
Non-Rcsident Members who have compounded - - - C2 

Foreign Members 7G 

Corresponding Members -------42 

Honorary Members 7 

S6G 
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Among the donations to the funds, it is with much gratification that the 
Council adverts to tlio munificent gift of 1000/., presented by Lieutenant- 
General Sir Henky Wousi.ey this year, in addition to n sum of 100/. which 
ho sent to the Society in the year preceding. In compliance with the wish 
expressed in Sir Henry Woisley's letter addressed to the Council on that 
occasion, a portion of that amount was set apart for promoting the objects 
of the Committee of Agriculture and Commerce, which, together with other 
contributions from somo Members for the same purpose, have not only 
enabled that branch of the Society to carry into effect for the time the in- 
tentions of its formation, but have left in its hands a sum sufficient to render 
it unlikely that any further immediate aid from the Society's funds will bo 
required. 

The Council has much satisfaction in adverting to tho success witli 
which this Committee is likely to be crowned by the interest it has excited 
in India. It has received communications from the Agricultural Societies 
of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, offering their most cordial co-operation; 
and from the latter body some specimens of Indian products, apparently 
novel, have reached tho Society, which have been examined and reported 
on by Profossor Roylo. The formation of a Caoutchouc Company at 
Calcutta, and tho publication of a work on the cultivation of silk near Bom- 
bay, are indications of the exertions making by our countrymen, in that 
quarter of the world, to promote the objects which come within the scope of 
the views of tho Committee. 

To effect tho great objects contemplated by those Members who origi- 
nally suggested the idea of the formation of this Committee, timo must be 
allowed, and a devotion of the personal exertion of many individuals, who 
are best fitted for the labours required of them, becomes absolutely nccos- 
snry to bring this project to any beneficial termination. The Committee 
has now at its disposal a sum of 380/. ; and the Council anticipates that 
from the interest excited in tho East, and that which it must necessarily 
excite here, this branch of the Society will ere long realize the expectations 
of its most sanguine supporters, and eventually become the organ not only 
of adding reputation to the Society, but also of effecting great national 
benefit, both to Great Britain and India. 

Among other subjects of congratulation the Council cannot refrain from 
noticing the discovery made by our countryman, Major Rawlinson, (at 
present in the army of the King of Persia) of vast tablets existing in various 
parts of that country, covered with cuneiform inscriptions, some of which 
contain a thousand lines each. The Society is aware of tho efforts which 
liavo been mado by some of the most learned Orientalists in Europe to 
decipher these inscriptions, — efforts in which they hare only partially suc- 
ceeded hitherto, but which, through the energy of Major llawlinson, and 
the aid of which he will be able to avail himself in the published Trails- 
actions of Messrs. Grotefend, St. Martin, Klaproth, MUllcr, Rusk, Bellino, 
and Eugene Burnouf, may, it is hoped, be crowned with success. A remark- 
able feature in the translation of a portion of one of these inscriptions, sent 
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to the Society by Major Rawliiison, is tho fact that the genealogy of a race 
of kings found on a tablet (which records, as ho informs us, the conquests of 
Darius Hystaspes), corresponds very closely with tho list of the snino line 
of monarchs given in the seventh chapter of the second book of Herodotus. 
It is not, therefore, too much to hopo that at no distant period, the mysteries 
of these inscriptions may be developed, and it seems probable these in- 
teresting monuments may throw additional light on the ancient history of 
Persia, beyond what has been transmitted to us by Greek authors. 

When intimation was given to MM- Mohl and Eugcno Burnouf, 
two of our Foreign Members residing at Paris, of tho discoveries and 
labours of Major Rawlinxon, they liberally supplied the Society with the 
works which had been published on the subject by the latter gentlemen, in 
order that they might be sent to the Major ; and he has been urgently 
requested to devoto himsolf, in tho first place, to obtain copies of all the 
cuneiform inscriptions wliioh arc procurable in Persia, and to send one sot 
for deposit in this Society. 

Such is the impression which Major llawlinson's researches have 
created amongst the Oriental scholars in Paris, that ho bus been elected 
an Honorary Member of tho Soci(U6 Asiatique ; while you arc aware he 
has already been enrolled among our Corresponding Members. 

Tho generous patronage and support which the Oriental Translation 
Committee has received, has enabled that Institution zealously and effec- 
tually to prosecute tho designs for the accomplishment of which it was 
formed, and to present to tho public many useful and interesting speoimens 
of Eastern authorship. 

Since our last Anniversary tho Committee has published two works of 
much interest,— namely, Professor Wilson's edition of the " Sunkhya 
Kariku," a compendious view of the Sankhya philosophy, with Colebrookc's 
translation, accompanied by notes and illustrations by tho Editor: and the 
first part of "Histoiro des Sultauns Mamlouks do I'Egyptc," translated by 
M. Quatremerc, — a work replete with learning and information. 

A collection of ancient Sanskrit Hymns, being part of the Rig Veda 
Sanhita, with a Latin translation by tho lamented Dr. Rosen ; and a 
similar work, entitled tho " Kumiira Sambhavn," translated by Professor 
Slcnzler, will shortly appear. M. Polcy, also, is engaged upon a trans- 
lation from the Sanskrit collection of extracts from tho Vidas, called the 
" Oupanichats." 

The translation of tho great bibliographicul work of Huji Khalfa, by 
Professor Flugel, and of the Arabian Chronicle of Tabari, still proceed 
under the auspices of the Committee. 

Among the works recently accepted by the Commitlco may ho men- 
tioned a translation into English from an Arabic History of Moorish Spain, 
by Signor De Gayungoz ; and another translation from the same language, 
detailing the conquests of Sultan Muhimid of Ghazni, &c, by tho Reverend 
James Reynolds, Secretary to the Cammitteo. 

Tho Report of tho Auditors at tho Inst Anniversary, and that of a 
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Special Finance Committee, wero laid before a Special Meeting of the 
Society on the 20th of January Inst. In the concluding part of tho latter 
document it was stated that the very existence of tho Society, under actual 
circumstances, depended upon its obtaining extraneous aid, and relief from 
the heavy expense of the Society's House ; and notwithstanding the dis- 
couraging prospect alluded to last year of obtaining public accommodation 
from the Government, an application has since been made through a now 
channel, namoly, that of the President of the Board of Control, in the 
shape of a Memorial to our August Patroness. It is a source of sincere 
congratulation to the Council to have to report to the Society, that the 
Memorial was graciously received by Her Majesty, and that the Qukbn 
was pleased to command the Right Honourable Sir John Iiobhousc to 
communicate with the First Commissioner of Woods and Forests, and also 
with tho Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the subject to which it refers. 

The Council has to report that since the last Anniversary it has unfor- 
tunately bocn deprived of the services of Captain Hahknbss, the Society's 
Secretary. Ho was for some time <so unwell as to be unable to quit his 
house ; and was eventually induced to tender his resignation, on the score 
of ill health, on the 28th of February last. Colonel Biuaas, a Member 
of the Council, has gratuitously undertaken that duty for the last four 
months, at tho request of the Council. 

The finances of the Society do not admit of their paying a Secretary, as 
well as an Assistant Secretary; and the important duty of tho former must 
for somo timo, at all events, dcvolvo upon the voluntary exertions of one of 
its Members. Tho Council have begged Colonel Mriggs to allow himself 
to be proposed for ballot as Honorary Secretary for the ensuing year ; and 
it will rest with you to express by your votos your sense of its recom- 
mendation. 

The Council has also to announce tho resignation of Mr. Jamks Alex- 
ander, our valuablo Treasurer. That office has been kindly undertaken 
by Mr. Chaiu.ks Kf.liott, who presided over the Special Committee of 
Finance, and who became, therefore, intimately acquainted with tho condi- 
tion of the Society's funds. It will bo for tho Meeting to evince its approba- 
tion of this arrangement by the votes it will have to give on this occasion. 

Tho Council regrets that it has not been able to obtain the entire publi- 
cation of the first Number of the Socioty's Journal of this year before the 
Anniversary Meeting. This has been owing partly to tho hope tho Council 
entertained of being able to avail itself of the services of tho late Secretary, 
and partly owing to other circumstances which were beyond its control. 
The whole of the matter is with the Publisher; and the Number will be 
ready for delivery at an early period. 

In conclusion, the Council have to congratulate the Society in having 
obtained, by tho private contributions of some of its Members, the busts of 
our late lamented Director, Mr. Henry Thomas Colebrooke, and of 
Sir Henry Worsley, the former executed by Sir Francis Chantrey, and 
the latter by Mr, Behnes. 
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Tho following It c port on tlio Financial AlTuirs of tho Society wns then 
read : — 

AUDITORS' REPORT. 

Tub Auditors have the honour to lay bofore the Meeting their Roport upon 
the Financial Accounts of the Society. 

In conformity with the recommendation of the Auditors of last year, 
steps have been taken to collect recoverable arrears due to the Society ; and 
the sum thus realized amounts to 104/. 5s. The alteration which has 
recently taken place in Articlo LIU. of the Society's Regulations will 
powerfully operato to prevent the accumulation of arrears in future ; and 
they beg to suggest the expediency of adopting a more simple and com- 
plete mode of exhibiting the annual demands and receipts, and tho balances 
due to the Society at the ond of each year. 

The Receipts of the past year, as per Statement No. I., are as follow:— 

From Annual Subscriptions, Admission Fees,! „.„ . 

and Compositions J 

Donation of Sir Henry Worsley - - - 1000 

Annual Donation of the East India Company - 105 

Donations and Subscriptions to tho Committee') „„ . . „ 

of Agriculture anil I Commerce - -J 

Dividonds on Stock, and Sundries - - • 58 14 8 

Balance in tho hands of tho Treasurer at thol , ,„ „ „ 

ond of 1836 } 510 3 8 



Making a total of - • £2630 15 4 

From this sum must bo deducted the transfer made to the Funds of 
tho Committee of Agriculture and Commerce of a portion of Sir Henry 
AVorsley's donation, being 250/. ; and other donations and subscriptions 
to the some Committee, amounting to 123/. lbs., leaving a net sum of 
2256/. 17s. id. The Disbursements of the year are as follow:— 
The fixed charges of House, Salaries, Wages,] 

Collector's Commission, and current cx-j~ 767 16 9 

penses, amount to J 

Printers' ond Publisher's bills, outstanding - 1116 16 

Repairs of House 84 

Sundries, including Stationery, Periodicals, 

Coals, Freight, and Subscription to Hois- 

burgh Monument - - - - - 

Leaving a balnnco in favour of the Society, at 

the end of 1837, of - 



117 5 
170 19 2 



£2260 17 4 

The large sum charged for printing this year is occasioned by the 
recommendation of the Auditors of last year having been fully acted up 
to by tho Council, in paying off all outstanding balances ; so that we are 
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informed the Society is at present entirely out of debt, and the sale of the 
0002. stock, anticipated by our predecessors, has been prevented by the 
donation so liberally presented by Sir Henry Worsley. 

The Auditors hare boon furnished by the Secretary with an estimate of 
the probable Receipts and Disbursements for the present year. (Fide 
Statement No. II.) 

The Auditors aro happy to state, that from the foregoing estimate they 
seo no reason to apprehend any immediate defalcation of funds for ordinary 
expenses, if the Society continue to add to the number of its Subscribers as 
it has done within the last twelve months. 

Among the arrears due to the Society the Auditors have again to notice 
those of the Oriental Translation Fund, amounting at the end of last year 
to 300/., but for which the Auditors have not ventured to take credit in the 
estimate of anticipated receipts. 

The Assets of the Society arc estimated as follow : — 

Value of 19422. 17s. Id. three per cent. Consols 1800 
Value of the Society's Library, Museum, 1 

Furniture, and Stock of Publications inV 3500 

hand J 



£5300 



It remains only for tho Auditors to express their satisfaction at the 
correct manner in which the accounts of the Society have been kept by 
Mr. Alexander, tho Treasurer, and by Captain Hakkness, the Secretary, 
up to the time when those gentlemen relinquished oilice. 

W.LL.AM NBWNHAM, i Au * U " °" the .f" rt 

[ of the Council. 

Chari.es Augustus Tulk, I Auditors on the part 
Holt Mackenzie, \ of the Society. 

London, 
10 th May, 1838. 



XIV 



auditors' report. 



w 
a 

w 

< 
in 






oo 

(DO 

23 



o 


a 


N 


CO 


to 




to 
CO 




8 

rt 



w 

co 



o o 

"5 © 



08 



o 
to 



*© o j> A-a 

©=*sa 



SfJiJJff 
jfjlid] 



X ■» ^, -g a a 

•* a § 1 § i 
1*1 a 




"Hi 
Kcoffl 



SI 




auditors' report. 



XV 



3 



8 



03 ^«oe 




•©©©©©©© 

© © © © © © o 



co * © »o © © ,( 5 

n "O ?i 't f w f 



tn 
.5 
■a 
.9 



« 




o w 1» *s c3 ti 
o o <u i* o "i 



o 
'a. 

6 



So, 

IS 

•as 

8 S 

n ~ 
•°t3 

I" 



© 



— © 
t-- i-* 



© © © © © 

© © (-CO o 



© 115 © (3 © 
© rn t- (O CI 



fl*IS 



I 



gg 

"H" CO t=« 



1 
lis 



A 

9 S3 



$ o ♦> -a c 

ha." 

a .2 a .a »'a 
•2 .s 8 5. «• pu 

.Bi.S-g'-sE 

p ar P o O 

G d w w« 

ft <!o <3q3 
w a 



IS 1 



8 8 
g s 



•a 

"a 

.a 



8 ^ 

I 32J> 

*3 o °° o 



3 



XVI ANNUAL REPORT OP THE [May, 

H. S. Qn*ME, Esq. moved, " That tho thanks of the Society bo returned 
to tho Auditors for their disinterested services; mid that their Report, 
together with that of the Council, bo received, and printed in the Society's 
Proceedings." 

Tho motion was seconded by Archdeacon Robinson, and carried 
unanimously. 

Tho Right Hon. Sir Alexander Johnston, as Chairman of tho 
Committco of Correspondence, then entered into a comprehensive detail of 
the proceedings of that Committco for tho lust twelvemonth. 

Sir Charles Forbes rose to move, " That tho thanks of the Society bo 
voted to the Right Hon. Chairman of tho Committco of Correspondence, 
for the able and luminous details which ho had given to tho Meeting ; and 
that he bo requested to furnish a written copy of his Report, that it might 
be printed in the Society's Proceedings." 

Tho motion was seconded by Colonel Gooufbllow, and carried 
unanimously*. 

Louis Hayes Petit, Esq., in moving the thanks of the Society to the 
Chairman of tho Committee of Agriculture and Commerce, observed that 
the iinportanco of that Committco hud been so fully stated in the Report of 
the Council, that it was unnecessary for him to enlarge upon it. Tho 
Committee were indebted to tho kindness of Dr. Roylb, who had under- 
taken to perform tho duties of Secretary ; but its commencement and pro- 
gress were due to the exertions of tho Chairman, Sir Ciiaih.es Fohubs, 
who, notwithstanding the other numerous calls upon his time, had been unre- 
mitting in his efforts to demonstrate the existence, in our Eastern Empire, 
of those resources which it was the object of the Committee to developc. 

The motion was seconded by J. Cuutis, Esq., and carried unanimously. 

Sir Charles Fokuks begged to express his acknowledgment for tho 
thanks offered to him, howover littlo ho merited them. Ho felt that the 
object of tho Committee was ono of the most important connected with the 
Society ; and ho was happy that in resigning the Chair, which ho had 
expressed his intention of doing, he should leave it in the cure of the Right 
Hon. Holt Mackenzie, under whoso auspices, and those of Dr. Royle, 
who were, ill fact, the founders of I ho Committee, ho had no doubt that 
those benefits would be conferred, both in this country and India, which tho 
Committee was intended to promote. 

Colonel Galloway moved, " That tho thanks of the Society be pre- 
sented to the Council for their very zealous services during tho past year." 
There was no doubt that on the exertions of tho Council the efficiency of 
the Society mainly depended ; and ho folt that tho Council which had now 
completed its duties, had performed them in a most efllcient manner. 

• The Editor is requested by Sir Alexander Johnston to state, that circum- 
stances have prevented his complying with the wishes of the Meeting in timo for 
the present number of tho Journal, but that tho Report shall appear in a subse- 
quent number. 
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The motion was seconded by John Romkr, Esq., and unanimously 
agreed to. 

The President then rose and addressed the Meeting. Ho stated, 
that it had oneo more become his duty to tuko a retrospect of the pro- 
ceedings or the Society during tho past year. He had listened with great 
interest to tho speech of tho Right Hon. the Chairman of the Committee 
of Correspondence. Ho agreed with him, that tho time was now nuspi- 
clous: and that everything contributed to call upon this country and on 
Europe to contrihuto all in their power to tho enlightenment of tho other 
portions of the globe. Willi the exception of the civil disturbances of tho 
Peninsula, we had now been enjoying a profound peace during twenty-three 
years, a longer period than at any former epoch. In this time general 
civilization had advanced, and the most favourable opportunities had been 
nflbrded of investigating tho state of tho inhabitants of every part of the 
world ; and more especially of that country which it had pleased Providence 
toconfldoto our protection. What had already been done by the Members 
of our Society, Mr. Ei.piiinstong, Sir John Malcolm, and by other per- 
sons, served to show what might be accomplished by individual energy. 
The ollicial situation ho formerly held had shown him that there existed in 
the archives of tho East India House, a large body of information on very 
many subjects. Much of this might be given to the public; and ho was 
sure it would be received with interest; the feeling of this country rendered 
it necessary only to point out where information was to be obtained ; it had 
become superfluous to endeavour to nrcato a desire for information on those 
subjects. The reception that the public had given to the history of the 
Euphrates Expedition, and to the travels of Lieutenant Buiinks, plainly 
showed that such a desire was already created, and widely diffused. He 
anticipated great results from the operations of tho Committee of Agricul- 
ture and Commerce, over which Sir Ciiahi.es Fouiies had so usefully pre- 
sided, but who was about to resign his Chair to the Right Hon. Holt 
Mackenzie. Tho work of the Committee was only begun, but its begin- 
nings had excited much interest; and as a proof of that interest, he held in 
his hand a loiter from the English Agricultural Society recently instituted, 
requesting that the Committee would open a correspondence « ith them upon 
all subjects of mutual interest. 

The Right Hon. President then adverted to the stale of tho Society. 
He was pleased to And that its numbers had increased. Tho statements 
they had to-day heard showed that tho Society had taken root in the country, 
and they afforded tho best proof of its future prosperity. Ho then noticed 
the donation of Sir Henry Wousi.ky ; and slated that tho Council hud 
thought it right to mark the gratitude of the Society by causing a bust of 
that gentleman to be executed. They felt at the same time that when a dona- 
tion had been made for the general objects of a fund, it would not be proper 
to deduct any portion of that fund for the purpose of showing their sense of 
the donor's generosity: they thought very properly, that the testimonial 
should bo made by the dibits of individuals ; und they had accordingly, as 
in the case of their lato Director, opened a subscription for the purpose. 

vol.. v. c 
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The bust was completed, but tlio subscription had not reached an amount 
sufficient to remunerate the talented sculptor, Mr. Holmes, who had liberally 
offered to take the sum subscribed, howavcr much it might fall below the 
usual amount given for similar works. It was only necessary to mention 
this fact : tho handsomo offer of Mr. Bchnes was, in his opinion, a call upon 
the Society not to allow him to be a loser by his liberality. The deficiency 
might be supplied by the funds of the Society, but tho reasons before given 
precluded such an arrangement. He hoard it proposed that those gentlemen 
who had already subscribed should double tho amount of their subscription ; 
but ho thought it much bettor to double tho number of subscribers. Ho 
hoped at the next meeting he should bo ablo to make a more favourable 
report on this affair. 

The Right Hon. the President concluded by thanking the Members 
for their attendance that day; and expressed his most ardent wishes for 
tho success of the Society. 

Sir Alexander Johnston rose to move, "That tho thanks of tho 
Society should bo voted to the Prbsiobnt," who not only by his conduct on 
that day, but by his ever ready exertions, both in and out of Parliamont, 
had amply merited all tho gratitude the Society could show. 

The motion was seconded by R. Hunter, Esq., and carried unani- 
mously. 

The President returned thanks. 

Sir Charles Forbbs trusted that tho forcible appeal they had just 
heard in favour of the testimonial to Sir Henry Worsley, would not be 
ineffectual. He hoped that the Meeting would not break up without com- 
pleting tho subscription; and although ho was of opinion that tho greater 
number of names of subscribers would evince a fuller senso of the gratitude 
due to Sir Henry, ho would with pleasure contributo to any further sum 
required : at tho saino timo ho would at onco undcrtako to put Ave new 
names on tho list of subscriptions. 

Colonel Miles moved a vote of thanks to tho Director and Vice- 
Presidents of fho Society. 

J. R. Todd, Esq. seconded tho motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Sir Alexander Johnston rose, and returned thanks in tho names of 
himself and colleagues. 

Richard Clarke, Esq. roso to movo tho thanks of the Society to a 
gentleman whoso valuable services in tho cause of this Institution were so 
well known, that it was only necessary to mention his name to call forth 
their approbation. Mr. Albxandeu had from the commencement of the 
Society zealously and kindly performed tho arduous duties of Treasurer, 
and had secured tho respect and esteem of all who had co-operated with 
him ; and although his placo would bo filled by a worthy successor, ho 
himself could not but feel regret at his resignation. 

"W. Olivbk, Esq. seconded tho motion, which was unanimously 
agreed to. 
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Mr. Alexander returned thanks : his resignation would not lessen the 
interest ho took in tho concerns or tho Society ; and he regretted that ho 
felt himself unable to retain an ollice which, by bringing him iu contact with 
persons whoso conduct and abilities ho so much esteemed, had always been 
to him a matter of great gratification. 

J. Birch, Esq. moved, and B. T. Jones, Esq. seconded a vote of thanks 
to tho Librarian, Colonel Feancklin, which was carried unanimously. 

Colonel BmoGS stated that Colonel Francklin was unavoidably absent 
in consequence of ill-houlth ; but that he would undoubtedly feel much 
gratified at the voto now passed in relation to tho duties he had so satisfac- 
torily performed. 

Sir Georob Staunton rose to propose the thanks of tho Society to tho 
Into Secretary. lie was sure that the Meeting would bo glad to embrace 
tho opportunity of testifying their sense of the services of Captain Hark- 
ness, who, in spito of ill-health, had zealously performed tho duties of his 
ollice. At the samo timo, he was glad to congratulato the Society on the 
improved state of its finances : they were all aware that tho funds had been 
in a languishing state ; but owing to the energy of Colonel Briggs, who 
had kindly como forward to enable them to look affairs in tho face, they 
had ascertained their real situation, and had wisely and energetically applied 
a remedy : this had given them an opportunity of laying their actual posi- 
tion before their Vice-Patron, and through him before Her Majesty, in 
furtherance of their claim to support from tho Government. Ho hoped 
from the manner in which their Memorial had been received by their 
gracious Patron, that measures would bo taken to confer somo permanent 
benefit on the Society. 

S. H. JLkwin, Esq. seconded the voto of thanks to Captain Harkness, 
which was carried unanimously. 

The President rose to propose that tho thanks of tho Meeting should 
be voted to Colonel Briggs. He regretted the absence of somo from whom 
the proposition should come ; but their learned Director was on his duties 
at Oxford, and others were absent through ill-health. He also heard it 
said, that it was not according to rule to make a voto under the present 
circumstances j but ho thought no rulo ought to exist to prevent him from 
returning thanks to Colonel Briggs for the energetic and handsome 
manner in which he had undertaken and had performed the duties of Secre- 
tary since the retirement of Captain Harkness. He hoped, therefore, that 
the Meeting would overlook any informality in the case, and accede to tho 
proposition. 

Tho Right Hon. Henry Ellis seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously agreed to. 

Archdeacon Roiiinson congratulated tho Society on the occasion. Ho 
was happy to aflbrd his testimony to tho merits of his friend, Colonel 
Briggs, whom ho had long known as a gentleman and a scholar, and who, 
ho was well assured, deserved any honour the Society could confer upon 
him. 

c 2 
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Colonel Bui cos folt inoilcquiite to return tlmnks for the distinguished 
manner in which his services had been recognised by the Meeting. He 
was far from feeling conscious of the qualifications which the partiality of 
his friend, Archdeacon Roiiinson, had attributed to him ; but such as ho 
possessed he should be most happy to dedicate to the service of the Society. 

The Piiesidknt then put to the Meeting a proposition from the Council, 
to alter Article LIX. of the Society's Regulations, as follows : namely, 
that the words November to June bo substituted for " December to July." 

The motion was seconded by C. A. Tulic, Esq., and curried without a 
division. 

Louis H. Petit, Esq. and John Curtis, Esq. having been appointed 
Scrutineers, tho Meeting proceeded to ballot for the now Members of 
Council. 

At the closo of tho ballot, tho following gentlemen were declared to bo 
elected into the Council: tho Right Hon. Holt Mackenzie, Sir Jambs 
R. Carnac, Bart., Sir Ralph Rice, Colonel Barnkwall, Jam us Ewino, 
Esq., John Foruks, Esq., Professor Roylb, M.D., and Charles A. 
Tunc, Esq. 

Charles Elliott, Esq. was elected Treasurer ; and Colonel J. Biuaus, 
Honorary Secretary, in lieu of James Alexander, Esq., ami Captain 
Harknkss, resigned. 

All the other Oflicers of the Society were re-elected. 



May 26, 1838. The Right Hon. Holt Mackenzie in the Chair. 
J os i ah Heath, Esq. was elected a Resident Member. 
Richard Wood, Esq. was elected a Corresponding Member, 
Francis C. Brown, Esq., a Corresponding Member, was admitted as a 
Resident Member. 

Professor Roylb read a paper on Caoutchouc; and also some observa- 
tions on Bulca Kino, with an Analysis of that substanco by Mr. Solly. 

Dr. Cantor exhibited to the Meeting, through Professor Roylk, 
various drawings of Fishes from the Bny of Bengal, and read some Notes 
upon them ; and also upon the Fisheries of that part of India. 



June 9, 1838. The Director of the Society in the Chair. 

John William Donaldson, Esq., and John Wedderdurn, Esq., 
were elected Resident Members. 

Professor Roylb read a paper on tho so-culled Sarsaparilla of India. 

A papor, by Dr. Geddes, on tho Tussch Silk-worm of India, was read. 
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June 23, 1838. The Dihkctok of tho Society ia tho Chair. 

Thin Meeting had been made Special, for tho purpose of submitting to 
Members the two following recommendations of tho Council : — 

1. That in Article XXX. of tho Society's Regulations, instead of 
tho words, " Eight Members of the Council shall every year be with- 
drawn," the following words be substituted : "Eight Members of tho 
Council shall go out annually by rotation, &c." 

2, That the underwritten Clause be substituted for tho second 
Clause of Article XL1X. of the Regulations: "If he subsequently 
become permanently resident in Europe, he shall be required to pay 
an annual subscription of Three Guineas; or in case of his having 
paid Composition as a Non-Rcsidont Member, ho may become a 
Resident Member for life on payment of Fifteen Guineas." 

These propositions were submitted to the Meeting, and carried after 
gome discussion. 

The ordinary business of tho General Meetings was then proceeded 
with. 

James Weir Hogg, Esq. was elected a Resident Member. 

An Analysis of some Indian Oil Seeds, by Mr. E. Solly, was read. 

A Letter from Dr. Lush was read, and which accompanied a donation 
to the Committee of Agriculture and Commerce, of Models of a plough, 
drilling-machine, harrow, and bullock-hoe, used in that part of the Dekkau 
which surrounds Poona. 

Tho Chairman announced that the Meetings of tho Society wcro 
adjourned till November. 



